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punishments which children care about, in emulation and
in change. An unruly girl is sent up a class and the mistress
she leaves is asked to believe that another may do at least
as much for the child as she did. Everything that can have
a formative influence is to be used, the whip if necessaryl;
but on the whole the spirit of the children is too good to
need drastic measures. " When one is punished the others
are sorry, but they do not take sides. They go to the right
authorities and do not carry tales from one another, nor
do they make mischief/'2 A world of character-training
may be said to underlie this utterance.
It was held that the children should be healthily occupied,
and for that reason a variety of parlour games was provided
for them.    " Ayez des Dames, des Jonchets^ des Trous-
Madame"* the foundress wrote at one time, and we
know that she also kept the children busy with amateur
theatricals and with music.    The big girls were expected
to help   to   dress   the little ones, and to watch over
their daily tasks.    Such responsibilities were looked upon
as an honour and as a reward, as also was the position of
those who wore the black or flame-coloured ribbon; the
former, some twenty of the eldest girls, assisted the nuns in
the capacity of prefects, and were responsible for much of
the order of the school.    These generally joined the Order.
The latter, chosen from among the blues and yellows,
shared their duties and some of their privileges*    We
cannot, however, claim that they were the first prefects
known to girls' schools, as the Ursulines clearly had their
Dixaimfaes.*
1 See Lettres et Enfretiens, vol. i, p. 54, where the mattet is treated sensibly, and
cf. vol. i, p. 23 of the same book, where the foundress advocates continual
vigilance to prevent any cause arising for resorting to punishment.
* Letter to the Abbess of Gomerfbntaine from Madame dc Mainteaon.
8 Lettres tt Erttretiens, vol. ii, p. 332.                    * See Chap. V, above.
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